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JULIEN GREEN, GENESE D'UNE SPIRITUALITE. (ANNEES 1905-1924).

JULIAN GREEN'S GENESIS OF SPIRITUALITY FROM 1905 TO 1924.
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CETTE THESE S'INTERESSE A LA GENESE DE LA SPIRITUALITE DE JULIEN GREEN, DE 1905 A 1924,
QUE L'AUTOBIOGRAPHIE S'APPLIQUE A REVELER. ELLE ANALYSE TOUT D'ABORD LE SENTIMENT
RELIGIEUX DE LA PETITE ENFANCE, COMMENT LE JEUNE GARCON A RESSENTI LA PROXIMITE
FAMILIERE DE DIEU ET DE QUELLE FACON SA MERE L'A EVEILLE AU SENS DE L'INVISIBLE. ENSUITE,
L'ADOLESCENCE INAUGU RE DRAMATIQUEMENT UNE AUTRE EPOQUE MARQUEE EN 1914 PAR LE
DECES DE MADAME GREEN. CET EVENEMENT COMPORTE DES CONSEQUENCES SPIRITUELLES
INDENIABLES : SOLITUDE ET SOUFFRANCE HUMAINES, PERCUES COMME UN ABANDON DE DIEU.
DANS CE CLIMAT, SURVIENT EN 1915, LA CONVERSION AU CATHOLICISME ET LA DIRECTION
SPIRITUELLE DU PERE CRETE QUI SOUMET A SON ELEVE LE PROJET D'UNE VOCATION RELIGIEUSE.
EN 1917, LA FOI DU JEUNE CONVERTI EST SOUMISE A L'EPREUVE DE L'ATTRAIT DU MONDE ET A
L'EXPERIENCE DE LA GUERRE. L'ETUDE CHERCHE DONC A INTERPRETER LES ELANS DE FOI ET LE
GOUT DU BONHEUR QUI ALTERNENT JUSQU'A CONDUIRE EN 1919 A L'ABANDON DE SA VOCATION.
LES ANNEES D'EXIL AMERICAIN, A PARTIR DE 1919, CONFRONTENT LE JEUNE HOMME A SON
HOMOSEXUALITE, LE PORTENT AU DESESPOIR, QU'UNE FOI SOLIDEMENT ANCREE AIGUISE
DAVANTAGE MAIS AUSSI GRACE A LAQUELLE IL A PU RESOUDRE PLUS TARD CE CONFLIT. LA
VIOLENCE DE CETTE PERIODE ECLATE DANS LE PREMIER TOME DU JOURNAL : ON EST SI SERIEUX
QUAND ON A 19 ANS, DONT LE STYLE D'ECRITURE ANNONCE DEJA LE PAMPHLET CONTRE LES
CATHOLIQUES DE FRANCE, VERITABLE AUTOBIOGRAPHIE SPIRITUELLE, ECRITE EN 1924. L'ECRIVAIN
Y CONFIRME LA FIDELITE A LA FOI DE SON ENFANCE,

THIS THESIS LAYS EMPHASIS ON JULIAN GREEN'S GENESIS OF SPIRITUALITY FROM 1905 TO 1924
AS THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY SETS OUT TO TO REVEAL. FIRST, IT ANALYSES THE RELIGIOUS FEELING
DURING HIS EARLY CHILDHOOD, THE PROCESS BY WHICH THE YOUNG BOY SENSE D GOD'S
PRESENCE NEAR HIM AND THE WAY HIS MOTHER AWAKENED HIM TO THE INVISIBLE. THEN IT
COVERS HIS TEEN-AGE YEARS WHICH WERE MARKED BY MRS. GREEN'S DEATH IN 1914. HIS GRIEF
WAS SO DEEP THAT IT HAD UNDENIABLE SPIRITUAL CONSEQUENCES : HUMAN SOLITUDE AND
SUFFERING WERE EXPERIENCED AS HIS BEING ABANDONED BY GOD YET, IT WAS IN SUCH A
TORMENT THAT IN 1916, GREEN CONVERTED TO CATHOLICISM AND UNDER FATHER CRETE'S
SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE WAS TURNED TOWARDS A RELIGIOUS VOCATION. IN 1917 THE CONVERTED
YOUTH'S FAITH WAS PUT TO THE TEST OF WORLDLY ATTRACTIONS AND THE EXPERIENCE OF WAR.
THEREFORE, THE THE STUDY ATTEMPTS TO INTERPRET HIS ALTERNATING RELIGIOUS FERVOUR AND
TASTE FOR WORLDLY PLEASURES, WHICH IN 1919 RESULTED IN THE RENUNCIATION OF HIS
VOCATION. HIS YEARS OF EXILE IN AMERICA, FROM 1919 ONWARDS, CONFRONTED THE YOUNG MAN
WITH HIS HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE ENSUING DESPAIR, ALL THE MORE EXACERBATED BY HIS
DEEP-SEATED FAITH, THANKS TO WHICH, HOWEVER, IN LATER FIFE HE RESOLVED THE CONFLICT.
THE VIOLENCE OF THAT PERIOD IS FORCIBLY EXPRESSED IN THE FIRST TOME OF THE JOURNAL :
ON EST SI SERIEUX QUAND ON A 19 ANS. THE WRITING STYLE OF WHICH FORESHADOWS LE
PAMPHLET CONTRE LES CATHOLIQUES DE FRANCE, IN FACT A VERITABLE SPIRITUAL
AUTOBIOGRAPHY WRITTEN IN 1924. IN IT, THE WRITER CONFIRMED HIS FIDELITY TO HIS
CHILDHOOD FAITH.



