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Résumé (fr.) : NOUS AVONS TENTE DE DEFINIR DANS CETTE THESE CE QUI 
CONSTITUE "LE FEMININ CHEZ JEAN GENET" DANS LA POETIQUE DE 
L'AUTEUR (VINGTIEME SIECLE). NOUS NOUS EMPLOYONS A 
MONTRER L'IMPULSION FONDAMENTALE DU GENRE FEMININ ET DE LA 
FEMINITE DANS L'ECRITURE DE JEAN GENET A TRAVERS SES 
POEMES, RECITS, PIECES DE THEATRE ET SCENARIOS, EN 
RESPECTANT UNE CERTAINE EVOLUTION CHRONOLOGIQUE DU 
SUJET. NOUS TRAITONS NOTAMMENT DE L'AMBIVALENCE DES 
NOMBREUX PERSONNAGES MASCULINS PARTAGES ENTRE "IL" ET 
"ELLE", A LA FOIS MASCULINS ET FEMININS. NOUS DEFINISSONS 
L'ORIGINE DU CHOIX ET LES MECANISMES QUI FONT D'UN ETRE UN 
PERSONNAGE FEMININ. NOUS ABORDONS AINSI L'ENFANCE, 
L'HETEROSEXUALITE, LES COUPLES A TROIS, L'HOMOSEXUALITE, 
L'INCESTE, LE TRAVESTISME, LE TRANSSEXUALISME QUI NOUS 
PERMETTENT DE DEFINIR LES CLICHES ENTOURANT LA NOTION DE 
GENRE ET DE MONTRER COMMENT GENET FAIT ECLATER DE TELLES 
LIMITES. AU SEIN MEME DE L'ECRITURE, NOUS MONTRONS 
COMMENT DE FACON INSIDIEUSE, PUIS DE PLUS EN PLUS 
MANIFESTE, L'ECRIVAIN IMPOSE LE FEMININ POUR RENVERSER LES 
BARRIERES SOCIALES, RACIALES, POLITIQUES. LA LUTTE POUR LA 
RECONNAISSANCE D'UN GENRE DEVIENT CELLE AU SENS LARGE, DE 
TOUS LES OPPRIMES QUI, COMME LES FEMMES, ONT A SOUFFIR 
D'UNE QUELCONQUE OPPRESSION. NOUS ANALYSONS COMMENT 
GENET A PARTIR DES EXCLUS SE RAPPROCHE PEU A PEU DE LA 
FEMME QUE NOUS ETUDIONS PLUS PARTICULIEREMENT. L'AUTEUR A 
TRAVERS DES THEMES POETIQUES ET POLITIQUES PART A LA 
RECHERCHE DE LA MERE, LA FEMME QU'IL N'A JAMAIS CONNUE. 
NOUS AVONS DEFINI CETTE QUETE D'UNE IMAGE ABSOLUE.

Résumé (ang.) : THE DISSERTATION IS AN ATTEMPT TO DELIMITATE THE CONCEPT 
OF FEMININE IN JEAN GENET'S POETIC WORK OF THE TWENTIETH 
CENTURY. IN HIS POEMS, NARRATIONS, PLAYS, SCRIPTS I TRYED 
TO SHOW THE FUNDAMENTAL SOURCE OF THE FEMININE GENDER 
AND FEMININITY IN JEAN GENET'S WRITING AS WELL AS THE 
EVOLUTION OF THE TOPIC THROUGH HIS WOR. THIS CONCEPT OF 
FEMININITY TOOK VARIOUS FORMS AMONG WHICH ONE OF THE 
MOST PREVAILENT CERTAINLY IS THE AMBIVALENCE OF HIS MALE 
CHARACTERS SHARED BETWEEN "HE" AND "SHE", AT ONCE 
MASCULINE AND FEMININE. I DEFINED THE ORIGINE OF THE CHOICE 
AND, INDEED, THE VERY MECHANISMS WHICH MAKE UP THE 
FEMININE CHARACTER. I THEN CONSIDER CHILDHOOD, 
HETEROSEXUALITY, THREESOMES, HOMOSEXUALITY, INCEST, 
TRANVESTISM, TRANSSEXUALISM WHICH ALLOWS ME TO DEFINE 
THE CLICHES SURROUNDING THE NOTION OF GENDER AND HENCE I 
SHOW HOW GENET USURPS SUCH CLICHES BY PUSHING BACK THE 
LIMITS. HE ROOTS THAT SEXUAL TRANSGRESSION IS IN THE 



PROCESS OF WRITING ITSELF AND IN SO DOING INSIDIOUSLY 
IMPOSES THE FEMININE AS A TOOL TO REVERSE SOCIAL, RACIAL, 
POLITICAL BARRIERS. THE STRUGGLE FOR THE AKNOWLEDGMENT OF 
A GENDER BECOMES, TO A LARGER EXTENT THAT OF ALL THE 
OPPRESSED WHO, LIKE WOMEN, HAVE TO SUFFER FROM WHATEVER 
OPPRESSION. I ANALYSED HOW GENET SHIFTED FROM THE NOTION 
OF MARGINALITY TO THE NOTION OF FEMININITY AS AN OTHER 
WAY OF AN OTHER FORM OF EXCLUSION. THROUGH THE POETIC 
AND POLITICAL THEMES, THE AUTHOR EMBARKS ON A SEARCH FOR 
THE "MOTHER", THE "WOMAN" HE HAS NEVER KNOWN. I HAVE 
FINALLY REVEALED THIS QUEST OF AN ABSOLUTE IMAGE.


